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Eagles That Fly Sporadically

“If you are old and you wish to be young again, if only for a moment, try and identify a
dragonfly” (“Top 15 Simon Barnes™). It is no wonder that dragonflies “are a fan favorite in the
insect world” (Hodny). With their sporadic flying, colorful wings, and benefits to the ecosystem,
it is difficult to not feel benevolence toward them. There are nearly 500 species of dragonflies in
the United States (Rudic); an estimated 47 of these reside in Delaware (“Dragonflies”). Six of
these dragonflies have the possibility of becoming Delaware’s official state dragonfly, and while
each endears the hearts of Delawareans in the summer, the only dragonfly that is truly a
“bugsonification” of Delaware’s leadership is the Tiger Spiketail. Tiger Spiketails and Delaware

both serve as leaders in the United States.

The Tiger Spiketail and Delaware are gauges for the United States. Since the
environment cannot speak its problems, it is up to people to observe certain species to notice
issues in the environment. Because the degradation of “water quality, alteration of streamflows,
and upland habitat loss are primary threats to tiger spiketail[s],” the Tiger Spiketail species is an
indicator for the quality of the environment. If any of these threats increase, the number of Tiger
Spiketails would decrease and be an indicator for a problem in the environment (“Tiger
Spiketail”). The threats to these dragonflies are akin to the current problems in nature all over the
United States; therefore, Tiger Spiketails are leaders in the United States for being a gauge of
these problems. Similarly, Delaware is also a leader for being the first state in the country:
“Delaware was the first to ratify the U.S. Constitution and thus became known as the ‘First

State’” (“Delaware”). Delaware is a symbol of freedom for the United States since it was the first
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to ratify America’s dream. The state is a representation of achieving the goal of freedom, which

solidifies its position as a leader like Tiger Spiketails.

Tiger Spiketails and Delaware are leaders and indicators for the country. Tiger Spiketails
gauge the state of the environment, and Delaware provides a reminder that freedom comes true.
Though dragonflies and states may not have much in common, the Tiger Spiketail deserves to
represent Delaware since these dragonflies are leaders for the health of the environment and
Delaware is the captain for the dream of freedom. Together, Tiger Spiketails and Delaware are an

unstoppable duo as two leaders for the United States.
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